
EARLY CIVILIZATIONS 

STUDY GUIDE #1 

 

SSWH1 Analyze the origins, structures, and interactions of societies in the ancient world from 3500 BCE/BC to 500 BCE/BC.  

a. Compare and contrast Mesopotamian and Egyptian societies, include: religion, culture, economics, politics, and 

technology.     

b. Describe the societies of India and China, include: religion, culture, economics, politics, and technology.    

 

______________________________________ 

Module 1 

 

Key Terms:   historiography, 5 characteristics of early civilizations, nomad, hunter-gatherer, Neolithic Revolution,      

                       slash and burn 

 

Focus Questions: 

 

1. What is the impact of climate and physical geography on development of civilization? 

2. Give at least three reasons as to why early settlements developed along water features (rivers, lakes….) 

3. read through page 25—fill in chart 

 

General location Specific 

location 

Crops grown Animals domesticated? 

Africa 

 

   

China 

 

   

Mexico and Central 

America 

 

   

South America 

(Peru) 

 

   

 

4. What effect did the agricultural revolution have on human population growth? Why? 

5. What would be the significance of the development of the wheel and sail? 

 

Module 2 Mesopotamia 

 

Key Terms: specialization, scribe, cuneiform, Bronze Age, barter, ziggurat, Fertile Crescent, Mesopotamia, city-state,  

                    dynasty, cultural diffusion, polytheism, Epic of Gilgamesh 

 

Focus Questions: 

1. Think—what will be the long range impact of the Neolithic Revolution on the development of civilization? 

2. Where is the Fertile Crescent located?  map 45 

3. How did the early Sumerians adapt to environmental challenges of living where they did?  (examples) 

4. How was Sumerian culture spread throughout Mesopotamia? 

5. What was Hammurabi’s Code?  What would be the reasons for developing the Code? 



 

Module 2 Egypt 

Key Terms: delta, Narmer, pharaoh, Memphis, theocracy, hieroglyphics, papyrus 

 

Focus Questions: 

1. Why did the Greek historian, Herodotus refer to “Egypt as the gift of the Nile”?  

2. How was the flooding of the Nile different from the flooding in Mesopotamia? 

3. How did Upper and Lower Egypt differ? 

4. How did the view of the afterlife differ between Sumerian culture and Egyptian culture? 

a. describe the Egyptian view of the afterlife and preparations they took in this life. 

5. Draw a pyramid to depict the social structure of ancient Egypt.  (page 55)  5 or 6 layers 

6. Give examples of early advances in Egyptian science and technology. 

7. What are the three general time periods of ancient Egypt? 

 

Module 2 India 

 

Key Terms:  subcontinent, monsoon, Harappan civilization 

 

Focus Questions: 

1. map on page 63—differentiate between the winter and summer monsoon—what impact could the monsoon 

have on development of civilization 

2. What would be some noted achievements of the Indus River Valley civilization/culture? 

 

Module 2 China 

 

Key terms:  two most important rivers, loess, Middle Kingdom, Mandate of Heaven, dynastic cycle, feudalism 

 

Focus Questions: 

1. What is the importance of the family in daily ancient Chinese life and their religious beliefs? 

2. What was the advantage of written Chinese? Disadvantage? 

 

 

Keep up with notes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


